84 Petition for Creation of Allegheny County

PETITION ADDRESSED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF PENNSYLVANIA ASKING FOR THE CREATION
OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY

To the Honourable The Representatives Of The Freemen Of
The Commonwealth Of Pennsylvania In General As-
sembly Met. The petition of sundry inhabitants of the
Counties of Westmoreland and Washington

Humbly sheweth
that your Petitioners have seen the Bill published for con-
sideration entituled, “An Act for erecting part of Westmore-
land and Washington Counties into a seperate county.” We
are pleased to find the honourable house have given time
to those Inhabitants who wish to be included in the new
county, to make their sentiments and situation known to the
house upon this subject. Your petitioners conceive by the
limits specified in the before mentioned bill your honours
were not so well acquainted with the situation of the Country
adjacent to Pittsburgh as to fix the bounds which ought to
designate the new county with that precision the importance
of the subject requires, and as we are unanimously of an
opinion your honours wish to lay out the county so (torn)
make the same convenient to its Inhabitants and without
injuring either Washington or Westmoreland Counties.

Your petitioners with due submission beg leave to give your

honours information of what we humbly conceive to be the

proper bounds of the new County VIZ BEGINNING at the
mouth of Racoon Creek where it empties into the Ohio,
thence up the middle of the said creek to White’s Mill, thence
along a new cut road to Armstrong’s Mill on Miller’s Run,
thence in a direct line to the mouth Mingoe Creek where it
empties into the Monongahela River, thence up the middle of
said River to the line of Fayette County, thence along said
line to the mouth of Jacob’s creek on Youghioganey river,
thence in a direct line to Cavet’s Mill on Brush creek, from
thence a direct line to where Forbes’ old road crosses Turtle
creek and from thence a direct line to the mouth of the Kis-
kamenitis where it empties into the Allegany river, thence
up to the middle of said River to the line of Northumberland
county at the mouth of the Conowago river, thence up the
middle of said River to the Northern boundary of this state.
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If the said river shall extend so far and if not then from
the said River to a line due north to the said Northern
boundary, thence along the said Northern boundary west-
ward to the Western boundary of this state thence down the
said boundary southerly to the Ohio river aforesaid thence
up the middle of the said River to the place of beginning.
The above described bounds will give general satisfaction to
every Inhabitant in the two Counties, excepting a few inter-
ested persons and those who make it their business to object
to every measure for the public good, besides it will be much
nigher and more convenient for every person living within
the before mentioned bounds to go to Pittsburgh to Courts
or market than to Washington or Greensborough, having
the advantage of the different waters leading to Pittsburgh
to transport ourselves and produce. At the same time we
are obliged to attend Courts of justice either as suitors,
jurors, or witnesses, we can carry our produce with us, with
which we can pay our court charges and Tavernkeepers Bills,
and also procure such necessaries as we want for the use of
our families. This a matter of great importance to us who
at present are labouring under many difficulties for the want
of Cash to patent our Lands and pay our Taxes. Your
petitioners humbly conceive that the laying off a county
with respectable bounds will greatly advantage the inhabit-
ants of the three counties, the greater number of Inhabit-
ants in a county makes the county town the Richer. This
induces persons of wealth to Become citizens, and conse-
quently a greater consumption of produce. Pitisburgh the
Capital of the western country is intended by nature for a
place of consequence from its situation at the confluence of
two large Rivers that glide through an extensive and fertile
country. This will induce a great number of persons
(mutilated) it, it will also increase the value of all the
lands within the reach of that market, and also bring for-
ward at an earlier period the sale of the state lands, and the
settlement of that part of the country northward of Pitts-
burgh. Your petitioners humbly conceive that it is the in-
tention of your honours to accomodate the Inhabitants of
the new county with such bounds as will make it more con-
venient for them to attend the courts of justice at Pittsburgh
than at any other place, and we are happy to inform your
honours that everyone residing within the before mentioned
bounds will find it more convenient to go to Pittsburgh than
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to any other place. Your petitioners beg leave to inform
your honours that we do not mean to dictate to the honorable
House, when we mention the bounds, but only as matter of
information, and this we have thought incumbent on us as
the persons who are immediately concerned in the conse-
quences that are to ensue from the determination of the
house. Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that your
honours would be pleased to enact a law for erecting a part
of Westmoreland and a part of Washington counties into a
seperate county upon the principles of liberality and justice
and your Petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray ete.
Westmoreland, February 15th, 1787.
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Wm. Butler
Jno. Wilkins
Jn: Finley
Stepn Bayard
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John Brackney
James Martin

Jas. Beaty

Arthur Withney
Daniel Showhan
John Kennedy
William Kennedy
William Reno

John Kerr
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Jno. Wallace
Danie]l Keisther
Nathaniel Patterson
Robert Thompson
Jas., Hamilton
John McKee
Michiael Keisther
John Boggs

Thos. Lapoley
James McKinney
John Wilson

Oliver Elliot
James Muller

Joshua Long
James Buody
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*QOriginal torn.
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Roger Sweeney
Richard Spence
Jno. Gibson

Jas. Gibson

John Iatterson
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John Ross
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John Lewis Dupeintheavre
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John Forgey
Saml. SinClair Junr.
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William MecKee
Wm., MceGill

John Elliot
Matthew Wigfield
Thomas Frauni
Henry Reichard
Thomas Hamilton
Hugh Davidson
William Hamilton
Thomas Murdoch
Hams Murdock
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Richard Flocks
Mathias Broker
William McCoy
Jacob Wise
William Hall
John Morrison
John McNall
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*
*
*
*
*
%
*
*
*
*
*
*
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James Chambers, H. Constable

Isaac Whitaker
Jas. Whitaker
Aaron Whiteker
Jno. Clevedance
*QOriginal torn.



90 Petition for Creation of Allegheny County

Charls Morgan
Thomas Fisher
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Jacob Stone
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Thos. Wilking
Saml. Duncan
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Morris Melone
John Tinny
Allex Downie
Jos. Gardner
William Gill
Patrick Riley
John MecClure
Abraham Pyott
Wm. Wilson
Jacob Springer
Geo, Wallace Junr.
Edward Smith
Joseph Couch
Thos. Parker
Andw. Boggs
Wm. Driver

Wm. Chadwick
Thomas Greenough
Devereux Smith
Owen Newman
Wm. Amberson
Saml. Sample
Jaos Colhoon
Joseph Gelln
Alexander Nagely
Thomas Chambers
Alexd. MeNickell
James Lucky
David White
David Watson
Willm. Story
Benjamin Chambers
‘Wm. Christy, Jr.
Jno. Robinson
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Henry Ewalt
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Jacob (his mark) Dixon
James Mellen
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Thomas Watson
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John Stewart
Joseph Kerr
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Thomas Hogg
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John Stees

John Neel
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William Black
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Robert McKee
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Henry Wood
Sanders Snoodgrass
James Snoodgrass
William McLaughlin
Waidlock Neges
Thomas Finney
Saml. Cunningham
John Shields
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James Turk

Alexr. Barr (his mark)
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John Miller
James Patton
Robert Berken
Ebenezer Patton
David Hill Senr.
Mikle Strain
Samuel Hill
David Hill
Jameg Rice
Clemens Rice
Daniel Roberts
William Murphy
Jno. Murphy
Patrick McDaneld
Abraham Dean
Samuel Bar
Hugh Quigley
George Bowers
Jno. Rice
William Deen
Jno. Bare
Samuel Barr
Jdno. Breckeney
Mathias Breckeney
Robt. Barr

Dal. Lenerd
Robt. Lenerd
David Crutchson
Drenkin Rubsin
Jams. Norish
Isiah Ryan
Samuel McNear
Benjamin Kyzar
Arthur Brown
James Bows

Jacob (his mark) Burkheart

William Black
Thomas Black
Thomas Davidson
Henry Fisher
Robert Black
James Cameron
gOhn McFall

Lemon,
John (his mark) McDonald

John Cameron
Alexander McDonald
Hennery Small
Henry McElener
James Thompson
Thomas Christy
Hennery Kincaid
William McFarrick
Timothy Bunderskull
John Titus

David Betty

John Walter

James Chambers

William Willson
Charles Willson
Henry MeMin
John Edward
Matthew Mcormal
John Jacks
James Wilson
John Duffy
William Broday
Murdeah McLoud
Daniel Grahams
James Willson
Wm. Wilkinson
Nichs. Neil
Matthew Willson
Jameg Colhon
John Saynts
James Lawless
Wm. Irwin
Dinnis Kennedy
John Innes

Saml. Morison
John Reed
Samuel Shreve
Isreal Moorcroft
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Michel (his mark) MecChristhe
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Patrick McFarlen
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Robert Shanehan
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William Redman
George Sill

Jos. Fisher

Isaac Drewmore
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John Boggs
James Robertson
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John Wilson
Thos. Hilldrooth
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Oliver Ormsby
Robt, Thompson
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Robt. Heaton
Jessie Kirkpatrick
James Pride
Charles Matthews

§In the original the name Lemon appears under the name McFall

as is indicated.
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William Carson
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John Frew

Thos. Williams
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Wm. Williamg
Alexander Frew
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John Carle
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Patrick Armer
Hackai Sliden
‘William Wilson
William Daugherty
Jobe Hardy
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Mat. Hurley
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Joseph Currey
Thos. Horsfiel
Conrad. Neubeidel?
William Boggs
Christian Harseoh
George Evang
Daniel Shewhen
Jno. Shaver
James Finney
William Finney
Hugh McCoy
Francis Kirkpatrick
James Thompson
William Barr
James Richardson
Robert Sanders
John Dull

Joshua Meeks
John Meeks

John Phrdy
William Boyd
Alexander Spiars
Robert Lyons
John Evans

Jchn Morgan
John Ormsby Junr.

Jacob Haymaker Junr.

Charles Brooks
John Willson
Isaac Walker
Robert Holms
Isaac Israel
Robard Hall
Steeven Hol
James Hol
William Holl
John McBride
James Biars
Geeden Miler Junr.
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Geeden Miler
Robt. Miler
Robt. Hain
Robt. Hutchuson
William Rast
John McEbeen
Edward McClaughlon
Seth Bryan

Ben Clenenger
William Roberts
Anthony Evens
Samuel Hulen
Samuel Garety
Danel Swany
Jas. Wilkinson
Wm. Asqua
Sam. Martain
James Martain
James Cissna
Eliru Powell
Jas. Anderson
Thomas McKee
James Huey
James Fisher

James Thomson
‘Samuel McClure
Samuel Ev(ans)?
James Guffy
John McLean
Danl Britt

Edw. Ward
Thos. Gibson
Jno, Lockart
Wm. Duurragh
Wm. Christey
Archd. Reid
James Carr
Charles Bell
Charles Forgu
Jas. McLelland
Pattrick MecCartney
Thos. Sampson
Isac McConel
Willm. White
Hugh Nichehole
William Powell
James Wilson





