
84 Petition for Creation of Allegheny County

PETITION ADDRESSED TOTHE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF PENNSYLVANIA ASKING FOR THE CREATION

OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY

To the Honourable The Representatives Of The Freemen Of
The Commonwealth Of Pennsylvania In General As-
sembly Met. The petition of sundry inhabitants of the
Counties of Westmoreland and Washington

Humbly sheweth
that your Petitioners have seen the Billpublished for con-
sideration entituled, "AnAct for erecting part of Westmore-
land and Washington Counties into a seperate county." We
are pleased to find the honourable house have given time
to those Inhabitants who wish to be included in the new
county, to make their sentiments and situation known to the
house upon this subject. Your petitioners conceive by the
limits specified in the before mentioned billyour honours
were not so well acquainted with the situation of the Country
adjacent to Pittsburgh as to fix the bounds which ought to
designate the new county with that precision the importance
of the subject requires, and as we are unanimously of an
opinion your honours wish to lay out the county so (torn)
make the same convenient to its Inhabitants and without
injuring either Washington or Westmoreland Counties.
Your petitioners with due submission beg leave to give your
honours information of what we humbly conceive to be the
proper bounds of the new County VIZBEGINNING at the
mouth of Racoon Creek where it empties into the Ohio,
thence up the middle of the said creek to White's Mill,thence
along a new cut road to Armstrong's Millon Miller's Run,
thence in a direct line to the mouth Mingoe Creek where it
empties into the Monongahela River, thence up the middle of
said River to the line of Fayette County, thence along said
line to the mouth of Jacob's creek on Youghioganey river,
thence in a direct line to Cavet's Millon Brush creek, from
thence a direct line to where Forbes' old road crosses Turtle
creek and from thence a direct line to the mouth of the Kis-
kamenitis where it empties into the Allegany river, thence
up to the middle of said River to the line of Northumberland
county at the mouth of the Conowago river, thence up the
middle of said River to the Northern boundary of this state.
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If the said river shall extend so far and if not then from
the said River to a line due north to the said Northern
boundary, thence along the said Northern boundary west-
ward to the Western boundary of this state thence down the
said boundary southerly to the Ohio river aforesaid thence
up the middle of the said River to the place of beginning.
The above described bounds willgive general satisfaction to
every Inhabitant in the two Counties, excepting a few inter-
ested persons and those who make it their business to object
to every measure for the public good, besides itwillbe much
nigher and more convenient for every person living within
the before mentioned bounds to go to Pittsburgh to Courts
or market than to Washington or Greensborough, having
the advantage of the different waters leading to Pittsburgh
to transport ourselves and produce. At the same time we
are obliged to attend Courts of justice either as suitors,
jurors, or witnesses, we can carry our produce with us, with
which we can pay our court charges and Tavernkeepers Bills,
and also procure such necessaries as we want for the use of
our families. This a matter of great importance to us who
at present are labouring under many difficulties for the want
of Cash to patent our Lands and pay our Taxes. Your
petitioners humbly conceive that the laying off a county
with respectable bounds willgreatly advantage the inhabit-
ants of the three counties, the greater number of Inhabit-
ants in a county makes the county town the Richer. This
induces persons of wealth to Become citizens, and conse-
quently a greater consumption of produce. Pittsburgh the
Capital of the western country is intended by nature for a
place of consequence from its situation at the confluence of
two large Rivers that glide through an extensive and fertile
country. This willinduce a great number of persons

(mutilated) it,itwillalso increase the value of all the
lands within the reach of that market, and also bring for-
ward at an earlier period the sale of the state lands, and the
settlement of that part of the country northward of Pitts-
burgh. Your petitioners humbly conceive that it is the in-
tention of your honours to accomodate the Inhabitants of
the new county with such bounds as willmake itmore con-
venient for them to attend the courts of justice at Pittsburgh
than at any other place, and we are happy to inform your
honours that everyone residing within the before mentioned
bounds willfind itmore convenient to go toPittsburgh than
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to any other place. Your petitioners beg leave to inform
your honours that we do not mean to dictate to the honorable
House, when we mention the bounds, but only as matter of
information, and this we have thought incumbent on us as
the persons who are immediately concerned in the conse-
quences that are to ensue from the determination of the
house- Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that your
honours would be pleased to enact a law for erecting a part
of Westmoreland and a part of Washington counties into a
seperate county upon the principles of liberality and justice
and your Petitioners as in duty bound willever pray etc.
Westmoreland, February 15th, 1787.
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Wm. Ryan
James Ryan
Saml. Crage
Steward Wilkins
Jams. Willis

Wm. Wilkins
Thomas Ross
James Ross
John Armstrong
Robt. McMahon
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Jno. Williams
Jno. Grubbs
Ehli Power
William Lowrey
John Leeth
James Reed
Welden Reagen
Saml. McKay
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Robt. Lenerd
David Crutch son
Drenkin Rubsin
Jams. Norish
Isiah Ryan
Samuel McNear
Benjamin Kyzar
Arthur Brown
James Bows
Jacob (his mark) Burkheart
WilliamBlack
Thomas Black
Thomas Davidson
Henry Fisher
Robert Black
James Cameron
John McFall
§ Lemon
John (his mark) McDonald
John Cameron
Alexander McDonald
Hennery Small
Henry McElener
James Thompson
Thomas Christy
Hennery Kincaid
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Frederick Clevedence
WilliamDick
Willm.Earl
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§In the original the name Lemon appears under the name McFall
as is indicated.
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